
NO AGREEMENT REACHED IN NEGOTIATIONS; SUPERFUND DESIGNATION LIKELY
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Pittsfield -- Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First                District) expressed disappointment that the Environmental Protection                Agency and General Electric Company have not been able to reach                agreement on an environmentally and economically acceptable settlement                to remediate the PCB contamination in the Pittsfield area and along                the Housatonic River.              

"After almost nine months of intense negotiations regarding restoration                of natural resources, economic redevelopment of the GE facility                in Pittsfield, and remediation of the Housatonic River, Administrator                DeVillars has formally announced that the parties could not reach                an acceptable agreement. I'm disappointed that the negotiations                have not reached an acceptable settlement. However, I'm confident                that the EPA has facilitated those negotiations in good faith by                providing a sufficient timetable in which to complete discussions,                and by extending the negotiation period twice.              

"I have been monitoring the process from the beginning and am thankful                for all those, including the citizens advisory committee, city officials,                members of the negotiating team, as well as General Electric Company                for their efforts in trying to reach an agreement. Obviously, a                settlement would be preferable today. However, after intense negotiations,                a compromise solution that both adheres to appropriate environmental                standards set forth by the federal government and also reconciles                the company's immediate needs has not be reached," said Olver.              

Olver stated, "I will urge the House of Representatives to move                swiftly on Superfund reform. I am a co-sponsor of a strong reform                bill that aims to make clean ups more efficient in terms of both                time and cost. The legislation also ensures that our neighborhoods                will be cleaned up according to child-safe standards, that our industrial                sites are prepared for quick redevelopment, and that our natural                resources are restored for future generations."              

"The ultimate goal has always been a complete cleanup and one that                addresses the long-term economic and environmental health of the                region, and that's still the goal today, " Olver reported. "I pledge                to stay closely involved and work with the EPA as we move to achieve                that goal.              

In many ways, we are closer today to actual clean up than ever                before.              

"I believe Pittsfield can look forward to a bright, enduring future.                With the cooperation and assistance of everyone involved -- the                business community, residents and elected officials -- this community                is on its way to maintaining itself as an environmentally safe and                attractive location for all our future residents and prospective                businesses," Olver said.              
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